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Agenda

ÅBanagher College Career Service 

ÅApplicants Responsibilities

ÅGeneral points regarding the CAO.

ÅEntry Requirements and the Points System.

ÅMaking an application.

ÅHow places are allocated by CAO

ÅAfter submitting the application.

ÅQuestions
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Career Service in Banagher College

Å Individual Career appointments

ÅFeedback on DAT results

ÅCompletion of interest inventories 

Å Individual/Group appointments for UCAS 

applicants

ÅVisiting speakers from colleges/ Universities

ÅCareer & College Exhibition in Banagher College

ÅVisited open days at a University and an IT 

ÅClassroom based career classes.
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Warning to students...

Donôt sleepwalk

through the 

CAO process!

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4iqbEIP6k55oXM&tbnid=DwBTP0600efCbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.healthguidance.org/entry/15592/1/Sleepwalking-Treatments-and-Prevention.html&ei=HmJmUvWzIIWVhQeY24HYDw&bvm=bv.55123115,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGMPPMq71bxJieNmAJ9gV6vOzF5Vg&ust=1382527850887611
http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4iqbEIP6k55oXM&tbnid=DwBTP0600efCbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.healthguidance.org/entry/15592/1/Sleepwalking-Treatments-and-Prevention.html&ei=HmJmUvWzIIWVhQeY24HYDw&bvm=bv.55123115,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGMPPMq71bxJieNmAJ9gV6vOzF5Vg&ust=1382527850887611
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It is the applicants responsibility to:

ÅResearch thoroughly all the courses for which 

he/she is making application. 

ÅBe au fait with all aspects of the  application 

system used (CAO) for these courses, i.e., 

procedures, dates, fees, rules, etc. 
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Useful Resources
To assist with course research / application

Publications

ÅCollege Prospectuses ð2017 Entry 

ÅStudent Yearbook and Career Directory, 2017 ed.

ÅCAO Handbook 2017

Newspapers

ÅThe Irish Times

üWednesday - Education and Living Section

üJanuary - Special College Supplement 
Series of articles - Brian Mooney 

ÅThe Independent

üCareers Articles ðAoife Walsh
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Internet

ÅQualifax ðwww.qualifax.ie Irish courses database

ÅCAO ðwww.cao.ie Contains links to course 

websites

ÅCareers Portal - www.careersportal.ie

ÅCollege websites (Addresses in CAO Handbook)

ÅUCAS -www.ucas.com

People

ÅRelatives

ÅPast pupils

ÅAdmissions/Academic staff of colleges 

(corresponding names and phone numbers on 

inside cover of CAO handbook) 

Guidance Counsellor

ÅAccess to sources of information

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/


notes by guidance team 

in Banagher College

CAO ïGeneral Info.

ÅCentralised application system for all Irish 3 rd

level institutions, including fee -paying colleges.

ÅEvery 6 th year should now have a CAO 

Application Pack which includes: 2016 CAO 

Handbook ðapplication and course information

ÅApplication Dates and Fees

ÅCAO  on line application opens - Nov 4 th 2016

All fees are non -refundable. FEE   CLOSING DATE

Normal application (online or paper) û40 1st Feb 2017 (5:15 pm )

Online discounted rate û25         20th Jan 2017 (5:15 pm)

Late online application û50 1st May 2017 (5:15 pm)

Late paper application û80 1st May 2017 (5:15 pm)

Change of  Mind until Nil     1st July 2017 (5:15 pm)
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Qualification Levels

üLevel 9 /10 Masters/ PhD

üLevel 8 Honours Degree

üLevel 7 Ordinary Degree

üLevel 6 Higher Certificate

üLevel 5 Leaving Certificate/PLC

üLevel 3 Junior Certificate
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CAO ïGeneral Info.

ÅThere are 3 types of courses students can apply 

for under the Nat. Qualifications Framework .

ÅThese are applied for on 2 separate lists on a 

single form:

Up to 10 Course 

Choices

Ordinary Degrees (7) 

Higher Certificates (6)

Level 6 & 7 Courses

Honours Degrees (8)

Up to 10 Course 

Choices

Level 8 Courses

Â The courses are clearly labelled in the CAO Handbook

Â N.B. ðCare must be taken with courses marked 

ôRestrictedõ.  

Â These courses cannot be applied for after February 1 st due 

to extra assessments required.

http://www.nfq.ie/nfq/en/TheFramework/DiagramTheNationalFrameworkofQualifications/larger/
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POINTS SYSTEM

Generally in the CAO system

No. of qualified applicants > No. of course places 

-->  selection system is needed.

Selection system used in Irish 3 rd Level Colleges is 

POINTS SYSTEM

ÅPoints are calculated from ONE sitting of the 
Leaving Certificate only.

ÅPoints total is calculated from SIX best subjects

ÅBonus points are awarded for Honours 
Mathematics by 

ðAll colleges. 

ÅEntry Requirements (Not Points) can be satisfied 
over more than one sitting of the Leaving 
Certificate (except for Medicine)
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What are the main changes?

Å The number of  grade bands were reduced from 14 to 8 to fairly 

reward scholastic achievement and to ease the pressure on 

students to achieve marginal gains in examinations. 

Å The Common Points Scale has been altered to reflect the reduction 

in grade bands. 

Å All applicants (current year and pre -2017 Leaving Certificate 

candidates) will be competing using the same scale. 

Å Points will be awarded for a H7 grade to reflect the level of  

achievement represented by a H7 and to encourage the take -up of  

higher level subjects. 

Å The mechanics of  the CAO application and offer process will remain 

the same. 

Å Bonus points for Higher Level Maths will still be awarded .
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Higher Ordinary

Grade Points Grade Point

s

H1 (90-100%) 100

H2 (80-89% ) 88

H3 (70-79%) 77

H4 (60-69%) 66

H5 (50-59%) 56 O1(90-100%) 56

H6 (40-49 %) 46 O2 (80-89%) 46

H7 (30-39%) 37 O3 (79-80% ) 37

H8 (0-29%) 0 O4 (60-69%) 28

O5 (50-59%) 20

O6 (40-49%) 12

O7 (30-39%) 0

O8 (0-29%) 0

Revised LCVP Points

Distinction 66

Merit 46

Pass 28

Points Calculator

New Points System

http://www.careersportal.ie/courses/calculator/pointsCalculator.html#/
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Pre -2017 grades 

ÅPre -2017 Leaving Certificate candidatesõ grades 

will not change. For example, a pre -2017 B2 will 

always be considered a B2; it will, however, receive 

the same points as a H3. 

ÅA pre -2017 applicantõs points will change when 

calculated using the New Common Points Scale. 

The old points will no longer apply and a new points 

score will be calculated by using the new scale. 

ÅIn many instances an applicantõs points will actually 

go down when compared with a pre - 2017 points 

score; this should not cause alarm, as such 

applicants will be competing with current year 

applicants using the same Common Points Scale. 
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Entry requirements 

Å From 2017, a Higher Level E grade will contribute to the new 

basic matriculation requirements which the Universities and 

ITõs have introduced to take account of the new grading 

scheme. These basic matriculation requirements for 2017 

applicants and the grades required from pre -2017 applicants 

are detailed in the Table below: 
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Making an application
Å Applications can be made online or by paper form ðuse one 

method only. ( û10 charge if 2 applications sent)

Å Always keep proof of sending application: online ðprint screen 

receipt, paper ðobtain certificate of post.

Å Form is very straight forward to fill out.

Å www.cao.ie

**VERY IMPORTANT**

Å Students must fill out both course lists in:

Genuine Order of Preference

Å They should not put down courses on the basis of their 

predictions of next years cut off points or their own points scores.

Å Why? ðLook at how places are allocated.

http://www.cao.ie/
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College & Faculty

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

These must be satisfied before òpointsó are 

considered.

Minimum College Entry 
Requirements

Å(Level 6/7) 
Minimum of 5 H7 grades 

Å(Level 8)

2 H5 + 4O6/H7 grades

Pass in:
*Irish

* English

*Mathematics

* Foreign Language

Specific Faculty 
Requirements

E.g.s

ÅH5 Maths

Engineering(NUI Galway)

ÅH5 Chemistry
Veterinary Medicine(UCD)

ÅH5 French
Law and French (TCD )

If all Entry Requirements are met Ą applicant is deemed 

óQualifiedô to apply.
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Applicants

Available Places

Leaving Certificate
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550500485400320

550 400 485 320 195 500 290

Leaving Certificate
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550500485400320

550 400 485 320 195 500 290

was the lowest points to gain entry320

If a place is not accepted ... 
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550500400320

550 400 485 320 198 500 290

was the lowest points to gain entry320

If a place is not accepted it goes to the next in line

290

290 is now the lowest points to gain entry
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COURSE  1

COURSE  2

COURSE  3

COURSE  4

COURSE  5

COURSE  6

COURSE  7

COURSE  8

COURSE  9

COURSE 10

You send your 
application with up to 
10 courses in each of 
the two sections of your 
CAO application.

After your 
Examination results 
are published the CAO 
computer begins to 
process your 
application.


